T-621 c. 1876
Kirby-Thomas House
St. Michaels
private

The Kirby-Thomas house, now the st. Michaels Inn bed ang breakfast, is a
distinctive two-story, three-bay brick structure that defines the west side of North
Talbot Street. This row of five brick dwellings south of Dodson Avenue is rather
unusual in St. Michaels, and is partially due to the location of the Dodson and
White brickyard behing these houses during the late nineteenth century. The

exterior remains essentially unchanged, although the interior Spaces have been

reworked to accommodate bedrooms.

Construction og this two-story brick house is pinpointed to 1876-1877 when
the Talbot Street lot wag owned by James H. Kirby and his wife, Mary Louisa.
James H. Kirby purchased "Part of Perry Cabin" from Joseph White and H. Clay
Dodson for $10C in 1876. During the following year the Kirbys transferred title to
the lot and new house for $1100 to Josiah Thomas. The substantial increase in
transfer price indicates the the brick house was erected during the times of the
two transfers. The property remained in the hands of Josiah Thomas or his heirs

until 1902.




Survey No. T-621

istori Magi No. 210621261 |
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State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ mo

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic KIRBY-THOMAS HOUSE

and/or common ST. MICHAELS INN BED AND BREAKFAST

2. L;ocation

street & number West side of North Talbot Street —not for publication
city, town St. Michaels —_ vicinity of congressional district First
state Maryland county Talbot
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—— district — public X __ occupied —_ agriculture —  _ museum
-X_ building(s) _x_private — unoccupied X commercial —park
—— structure —_both — work in progress —— educational _ . private residence
- site Public Acquisition Accessible —— entertainment —religious
~——_ object ——in process X vyes: restricted —— government — scientific
—— being considered —_Yyes: unrestricted ——industrial — transportation
_xnot applicable ___no '~ military ____other:

4- owner Of Property (givefnames a“nd mailiﬁg éddrésses of all owners)

name
street & number N __telephone no.:
city, town state and zip code

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Talbot County Clerk of Court liber 374
street&n‘umber Talbot County Courthouse folio 255
city, town Easton state MD 21601

6. Representation in Existing nmistorical surveys

title

date —.federal ____ state - county ____ local

g

_ipository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. 1-621

Condition Check one Check one

__ excellent ___ deteriorated ____ unaltered _X_ original site

—__good __ruins X altered _ moved date of move
£ tair —_ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today. '

The Kirby-Thomas house, now the S5t. Michaels Inn bed and breakfast,
stands on the west side of North Talbot Street immediately south of the St.
Michaels Inn. The two-story, three-bay brick house faces east with the principal
gable oriented on a north/south axis.

Built around 1876, the two-story, seven-course common bond brick house
has been converted to a bed and breakfast inn. The main block is covered by a
medium pitched asphalt shingle roof. Attached to the back of the house is a
two-story five-bay service wing, two bays of which is a modern addition that
included extra rooms. A single story rear wing extends the structure farther
west.

. The east (main) facade is an asymmetrical three-bay elevation with a side
.entrance and adjacent four-over-four sash windows. The front door is a
-replacement, ‘but the windows survive with wooden louvered shutters. The
windows are framed by half-round surrounds and topped by flat arches.
Stretching across the front of the house is a single-story Tuscan columned porch
“with a square baluster handrail. The second floor is lighted by three unevenly
spaced four-over-four sash windows. The front eave is trimmed with decorative
brackets.

The south side is marked by single four-over-four sash ‘windows on each

floor. The eaves are extended and finished at the base of the roof with returns.

- The north gable of the main block is a plain wall surface, but to the rear the

service wing wall has been reworked. A window has been bricked up and a new

door has been introduced. Six-over-six sash windows are found to light the
service wing.

The interiors have been reworked with most mid nineteenth- century
features removed.. . The stair has been taken out of the side hall which is now
part of the front bedroom. : : : : '



|

8. Significance : Survey No. T-621

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 __ archeology-historic — - conservation — law ___science
“ 7 _1500-1599 ____ agriculture —_economics —_ literature —_sculpture . .
—1600-1699 _x_ architecture —— education —— military v .—- _social/
—_1700-1799 ___ art —_engineering —__ music o “humanitarian
—* 1800-1899 ___ commerce —— exploration/settlement ___ philosophy —_theater
—1900- —  communications —  industry —  politics/government ____ transportation
' —_invention — other (specify)
Specific dates k Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _A _B xC _D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _A _B _C D _E _F G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state 4 local

Prepare both a summary baragraph of significance and a geﬂ\eral statement of history and
support. , :

The Kirby-Thomas house, now converted to a bed and breakfast inn, is a
distinctive two-story, three-bay brick structure that defines the west side of
North Talbot Street. This row of brick buildings south of Dodson Avenue is
rather unusual in St. Michaels, and is partially due to the location of the. Dodson
and White brick yard that was location behind these structures during the late
nineteenth century. Although this house has been seriously reworked inside, the
exterior retains its ninefbeenth—century character with a bracketed eave, four-
over-four sash windows, and a Tuscan columned front porch.

- HISTORY AND SUPPORT

Construction of this two-story, three-bay brick house is pinpointed to
1 1876-1877 when this Talbot Street lot was owned by James H. Kirby and his
wife, Mary Louisa. James H. Kirby purchased "Part of Perry Cabin" from Joseph
H. and Charlotte White and H. Clay and Martha H. Dodson for $100 in -
1876.(82/387) During the following year the Kirbys transferred title of the lot
and new house for $1100 to Josiah Thomas.(84/53) The substantial increase in
transfer price indicates the brick house was built during the times of the two

transfers. The property remained in the hands of Josiah Thomas and his heirs
until 1902.(137/52)




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No, T-621

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangie name Quadrangle scale

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county : code

state code county , code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Paul B. Touart Architectural Historian

organization Private Consultant date 4/9/88

street & number P. 0. Box 5 ‘ telephone (3C1) 65i-1094
city or town Westover state MD 21871

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438
PS-2746
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ST. MICHAELS INN B & B T-621

YEAR: 1961 VOL: 374 PAGE: 255

FROM: R. Eugene Rude & Margaret R. Rude PRICE:

TO: Jesse AS. Webb & Warren Webb

NOTES Known as 204 Talbot Street. Begins SE corner of Emily E. De Beet; runs
with DeBeet West 134 feet to West Street; then South 56'6"; then East 148 feet
to Talbot Street; then 52'10" with Tabot Street to the beginning.

Conveyed to Rude by Denny W. Harrison 1943, 256/104.

YEAR: 143 VOL: 256 ©PAGE: 104

FROM: Denny W. Harrison and Mamie A. PRICE:
T0: R. Eugene Rude and Margaret R.

NOTES Same description,

Conveyed to Harrison by Leonard 1920, 185/56.

YEAR: 1920 VOL: 185 PAGE: 56

FROM: John T. Leonard PRICE: $1400

TO: Denny W. Harrison

NOTES Same description.

Conveyed to Leonard by Hunt 1918, 179/364.

YEAR: 1918 VOL: 179 PAGE: 364

FROM: Thomas J. Hunt and Emma F. PRICE: $600

TO: John T. Leonard

NOTES Same decription.

Conveyed to Hunt by Connor 1909, 155/234 and by Blades 1902, 137/52.

YEAR: 1909 VOL: 155 PAGE: 233

FROM: Thomas J. Hunt and Emma F. Hunt PRICE:

TO: George Connor

NOTES Same lots conveyed to Hunt by Margaret A. Blades. 1901, 137/52.




ST. MICHAELS INN B & B ' T-621 PAGE TWO

YEAR: 1902 .VOL: 137 PAGE: 52

FROM: Margaret A. Blades and others (heirs of Josiah Thomas) PRICE: $630

TO: Thomas J. Hunt

NOTES Sold by authority of the will of Josiah Thomas. Two adjacent parcels:
(1) begin SE corner of Emily E. DeBeet, run with DeBeet West 134 feet to the
SW corner of DeBeet; then South 37'6" to stone; then East 140 feet to the main
road; then North with the road 35'3" to the beginning.

Conveyed to Josiah Thomas by Kirby 1877, 84/53 _

(2) Begin at the SE corner of the above lot run South with the road 17'7% to a
stone by a 10 foot alley (remaining information unreadable).

Conveyed to Josiah Thomas by White and Dodson 1880, 90/60.

The two parcels above make the 52'10" frontage on Talbot Street as in first
deed.

YEAR: 1877 VOL: 84 PAGE: 53

FROM: James H. Kirby and Mary Louisa Kirby PRICE: $1100

T0: Josiah Thomas

NOTES "Part of Perry Cabin". Description same as parcel one in deed 1902, 137/52
Conveyed to Kirby by White and Dodson 1876, 82/387.

YEAR: 1876 VOL: 82 PAGE: 387

FROM: Jos. H. White & Charlotte and H. Clay Dodson & Martha H. PRICE: $100

TO: James H. Kirby '

NOTES Same description as 1902, 137/52. Part of the land deeded to Cooper, White
and Dodson by Samuel Hambleton, Extr. of John N, Hambleton 1873, 79/328.

Cooper bought out of the partnership c. 1876.

YEAR: 1873 VOL: 79 PAGE: 328

FROM: Samuel Hambleton, extr. of John N. Hambleton PRICE: §1395

- TO: William Cooper, Joseph White, H. Clay Dodson \

NOTES On W side of the Bayside Road. Begin at NE corner of James Dennis' lot;
run N 14 W 25 P; NO5 E 3 1/3 P; to Thomas Johnson; then N 08 1/2 W 39 P to
woodland; then N 04 E 26.5 P to Mrs. S. H. Dawson; then N 86 1/2 W 42,5 P to
John Ruth; then S 04 W 56 P ro P. T. Hambleton; then S 86 1/2 E 90.5 P to the
beginning. 22 acres.

YEAR: 1870 VOL: 11 PAGE: 391

FROM: Will of John N. Hambleton, Jr. PRICE:

TO: Samuel Hambleton

NOTES The will, made in 1870, probated same year, leaves farm of "Martingham"

to nephew Samuel Hambleton. Sam, as executor, is to sell all other property to
pay off cash bequests which toral more than $100, 000.
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ST. MICHAELS INN B & B L T-621 PAGE THREE

YEAR: 1851 VOL: 10 PAGE: 54 (Wills)
FROM: Samuel Hambleton PRICE:

TO: John N. Hambleton :
NOTES Will made 1849. Leaves all to brother John who is also executor. Most

real estate is to be sold to pay several cash legacies. Samuel Hambleton was
Purser on Perry's ship at the Battle of Lake Erie.

YEAR: 1812 VOL: 35 PAGE: 240
FROM: Robert Rolle Richardson PRICE: $2808

T0: Samuel Hambleton :
NOTES Part of "Beach", "Davenport", and "Elliott's Lot". Total 175 1/2 acres.

Hambleton named the place '"Perry Cabin Farm".

YEAR: 1780 VOL: 21 PAGE: 119
FROM: John Johning Hopkins PRICE: p8000 cm

TO: Robert R Richardson
NOTES Part of '"Beach", "Davenport", and "Elliott's Lot" 133 1/4 a.

To John Johning Hopkins by Thomas Ashcroft 1771, 20/154.
"Beach" patented 1665 to John Hollingsworth - 50 acres.
"Davenport" patented 1677 to Humphrey Davenport - 200 acres.

"Elliott's Lot" patented 1695 to Edward Ellett (Elliott) - 276 acres

YEAR: 1771 VOL: 20 PAGE: 154

FROM: Thomas Ashcroft PRICE:

TO: John Johning Hopkins

NOTES Begins at a cedar at the end of "Long Cut Cove". Runs N 72 1/2 W
188 P to the SSW line of "Elliott's Lot™; then SSW 114 P to land formerly
Edward Hopkins; with that line E x S 159 P to "0ld House Cove"; with the
water "up the gut" to the first tree. 119 acres.




' ST MICHAELS

ST MiCHAELS DIST. TaLsoT CO.

\\

&8
J.J.‘Iaznblcto\”_

(CHAEL'§ BUSINESS REFERENCES,

DODBON, Desler in Drugs, Medicines, Chem-
's, Fine Toilet Soap, Fancy Hair and Tooth
ishes, Perfumery and Fancy Toilet Articles,
1sses, Shoulder-Braces, Grass and Garden Seeds.
¢ Wines and Liqnors for Medicinal purg:m,
ats, Oils, Yarnishes and Dye Stuffs, Letter Paper,
1, Ink‘ Envelopes, Glass, Putty, Carbon Oil,
nps, Ch ys, &c. Physicians’ Prescriptions care-

y Compounded.
EADHWAY, Insurante Agent and Con-
7ancer,
T W. DBAN, Collector of Qaims, Real Estate
ent and Conveyancer.
38 DYOTT, ter, Coptractor and Bnilder,
op at St. Michiel's.nm s
1ED H. RAMBL N, Carpenter and Bujl-
7. Shy “t. Michael's,
a8 B :N, Real Estate Agent and Cal.
stor of w. b
SPARXKS, Justice of the Poace and Collector,
BMITHMAN, Boot and Shoemaker. First
iss work done on short notice. Repairing
omgtly and neatly done.
¥ 8. HAMBLETON, jetor of ” Ham.
ston’s Mechanical Shop.”” B ithlng, Wheel.
sighting, and all work u“ieruining thereto, In.
icate hinery folly repaired. Farming
nPlements on hand, snd made to order st short
otice. Carriage Repairing, Trimming and Painting
Spet:imll{.A
WILLIAM CAULK, Physician and Snrgeon,
JAMES SBETH, Physician and Surgeon, ce
nd Residence near St. Michael's,
I.IAIM.E. HARRISON, Blacksmith n‘:ld
Vagon er, Repairing prom and neal
0:!5. Shop in Bm?gn‘:i Ne(:hl)uy 7
2. NBAVITT & CO., Dealers in Dry Goods,
Votions, Hats, Caps, Boots, Shoes, &c. Store in
sroad Creek Neck,
‘N T. HARRINGTON, Propriector of ** Wil.
.ams House,” Newly furnished and fitted. Table
:arefully catered for. All the luxuries of the sea-
sop. Ample Stable Accommodations. Charges
moderate,
NIBL J. KILMAN, Carriage Maker and Dealer
in all kinds of W 3
JRGE W, COLLINBS, Tinner. Worker in Tin,
Sheet Iron, &c. Also Dealer in Stoves and Tin,
and Sheet Iron ware of every description.
3. BLADES, nter, Contractor, and Builder.
Persons having work in this line will do well to see
him before contracting.
3EPH HERGERSHBIMBR, Ship Builder,
Repairing of all kinds promptly and neatly done.
IVER FAIRBANK, Boot and Shoemaker. Is
skilful in his profession. Those wanting first class
work done will do well to patronize him.
RRISBON & RICHARDSON, Carriage Ma-
kers. All work warranted. Repairing promptly
and neatly done.
J. HOLLAND, Butcher and Desler in Fresh
Meats of all kinds. Shop on Talbot Street.
PT.C. R. LEONAR:DP, Freighter of Grain of all
kinds to any point.
:OMA;—‘{-ADIJS Of E. Dealer in Dry Goods,
liotia reries, ars, Tobaceo, &e,
XBM AARRIBON, Desler in Grocerles,
Confectioneries &c.
8, KILMON, Carriage Maker and Dealer in Car.

Ehgs, Wagons, &¢, Repairing promptly and nestly
one.
A. DODBONPhysician and Snegeon,

7%

L
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T-621

KIRBY-THOMAS HOUSE

St. Michaels, Talbot County, MD
Southeast elevation

1/88, Paul Touart, photographer
Negative/MD Historical Trust




